
1



The Greek Council for Refugees (GCR) is the oldest 
and 
largest NGO in Greece with the aim to protect the 
rights of refugees and all those in need of 
international protection based on international, 
European, and national law. 

GCR was founded in 1989 and since then it has 
been offering free legal and psychosocial support 
through a specialized team of lawyers, social 
workers, interpreters, educators and volunteers.

WHO WE ARE
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THE REFUGEE CRISIS IN NUMBERS
70, 8 Millions displaced 
people worldwide

25,9 millions refugees. 
More than 50% of them 
is children 

74,000 people arrived 
in Greece in 2019, 50% 
more compared to last 
year

36,400 people in the 
reception centers on the 
islands share the space and 
services that were meant for 
5,400

5,300 have arrived in our 
country alone

2,200 of them live in 
precarious conditions in 
grave danger of violence 
and abuse

*Sources: UNHCR, National Center of Social Solidarity (ΕΚΚΑ)
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Refugees: ''People who have fled their home country due 
to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 

race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 
social group or political opinion, and are unable or 

unwilling to return to it.‘’. 
(The 1951 Geneva Refugee)



Our mission is to protect the rights of all refugees and those 
entitled to international protection in our country and their 
smooth integration in Greek Society.

Adopting a holistic model of action we support asylum 
seekers, victims of racism, torture or gender- based violence, 
unaccompanied minors and other vulnerable groups.

We envision a life with dignity for all people who seek
international protection in Greece, in a safe environment, in
which they can flourish and build a bright future for
themselves and their families.

OUR MISSION
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2019 - OUR WORK IN NUMBERS

2019
9,500 people received legal aid

4,800 people received social support

135,000+ our beneficiaries until today



OUR MODEL: Long experience, specialized professionals, holistic approach

1. OPEN DOOR POLICY
The Greek Council for Refugees is open and easily
accessible to all those who need our services, on a daily
basis, operating an “open door policy”. Our interpreters,
in collaboration with our lawyers and social workers,
assess the needs of all who come to our offices every
day and refer them to the relevant services

2. LEGAL AID
GCR's large team of lawyers provides with the support of 
UNHCR and the Dutch Council for Refugees a wide range of 
legal services to refugees and asylum seekers: from information 
about their rights and protection against detention and 
deportation, to access to the authorities and representation 
during the asylum procedure, as well as support before Greek 
and international administrative and judicial authorities.
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3. PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT
Alongside legal aid and representation, GCR’s 
trained team of social workers provides well-
rounded psychosocial relief to every person 
in need of protection, focusing particularly on 
vulnerable cases. 
Taking into account all their material and 
psychological needs, we provide aid to 
beneficiaries in family and medical 
emergencies, access to housing and food, 
referrals to state services and organizations, 
as well as work counseling and job referrals.
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4. HUMAN RIGHTS
From the right to asylum and protection from detention, to demanding 
decent living conditions for all people in need of international protection, 
GCR's services are on the frontline of human and refugee rights defense, 
while informing and educating the public on these issues.
Special emphasis is placed on the protection and rehabilitation of vulnerable 
cases, such as victims of torture, trafficking, unaccompanied minors, victims 
of racist and gender-based violence etc.

5. INTEGRATION

Our purpose is to help our beneficiaries adjust to life in a new country. The 
Greek and English language courses, the educational support, the workshops 
and cultural activities taking place in GCR’s intercultural center “Pyxida”, as 
well as the guidance offered in finding a job, aim to help them take the first 
step to integrate into Greek society and build a better future for themselves.
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INDICATIVE ACTIVITIES

Protection for families and unaccompanied minors

For the most vulnerable groups of the population we 
support, we implement holistic interventions that respond 
to their diverse needs.

Especially for families, we provide accomodation services, 
legal counseling and representation, language courses for 
adults and children, access to health services, education 
and job counseling as well as job placement services.

GCR also implements a program with IOM Greece and the 
support of #AMIF (Asylum, Integration and Migration Fund) 
of #DGHΟΜΕ to protect and support unaccompanied 
minors in two Safe Zones. Our teams of specialized 
professionals provide 24/7 care to 60 unaccompanied 
refugee children.
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INCICATIVE ACTIVITIES

Holistic support for housing, education and 
employment for recognized refugees

Through “HELIOS”, a holistic integration program, 
with IOM Greece and the support of #AMIF (Asylum, 
Integration and Migration Fund) of #DGHΟΜΕ, GCR 
supports beneficiaries with independent housing, 
covering their rent and moving expenses and bringing 
them in contact with apartment owners.

By implementing integrating courses that include 
Greek language classes, cultural orientation, job skills 
development, job counseling and networking with 
potential employers, we aim facilitate the smooth 
integration of our beneficiaries into Greek society.
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The intercultural centre "Pyxida" started its operations in 1996 to cover
the urgent need of the refugee communities for social inclusion and
integration into the Greek society. With a team of professionals as well as 
volunteers consisting of social workers, mental health counselors, job 
counselors, educators and interpreters we offer integration services. 

More specifically we provide: 
• Greek and English language and educational classes for all levels
• Psychosocial and recreational activities for refugee children and teenagers
• Employment preparation counseling and vocational courses e.g. computer 

classes
• Advocacy and community awareness regarding the integration barriers and 

challenges faced by newly arrived refugees seeking to settle in Greece
• Anti-racism & cultural training courses for school students, teachers & parents

Pyxida offers its services to more than 600 beneficiaries every year

INTERCULTURAL CENTRE “PYXIDA”
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OUR PRESENCE

Activities all over Greece with 
permanent presence in all entry points

Regular missions where needed
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OUR PARTNERS
• GCR is an operative partner of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) 
• It has Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the 

United Nations(ECOSOC) 
• It collaborates with the Greek Ombudsman and the Ombudsman for 

Children’s Rights

GCR is, among others, a member of:
– The National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR).
– The Executive Committee of the European Council on Refugees and
Exiles (ECRE) and many other networks and organizations both in Greece
and abroad.

GCR also writes the annual report regarding asylum procedures and 
reception conditions in Greece; the AIDA-Asylum Information Database.
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EFFECTIVENESS – TRANSPARENCY - ACCOUNTABILITY

The GCR is managed by the Board of
Directors. 

The Board is composed of 7 members who are 
elected by secret ballot for a two-year term during 
the Annual General Meeting. The members of the 
Board of Directors offer their services on a 
voluntary basis.

Financial accounts are audited and
approved by an independent auditor and along 
with the annual activity reports are uploaded on 
our website.
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“We arrived in Greece in an attempt to escape the war 

in Syria. The team of GCR explained to us our rights; 

they helped us to become recognized as refugees, and 

we finally decided to settle in Greece. My husband is 

looking for a job as a cook. Next year my eldest son is 

going to attend the

Greek school. Along with the kids, I will also start Greek 

classes.”

A refugee from Syria, GCR beneficiary

Supporting people that were forced to flee from their 

homeland is not a charity. It is our moral and legal 

obligation. In our effort to provide a life 

with dignity to all our beneficiaries 

we need you by our side. 



WAYS TO SUPPORT US
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Financial Support Cause Related Matched Giving

In Kind Donations
Instead of Christmas cards or 

presentsCollection Boxes



ACTIVITY COST in €

We provide legal support and representation for all asylum procedures to 80 beneficiaries of 
international protection for 6 months. 15,000

We provide legal and social support to 300 refugees and asylum seekers through the “Open 
Door” service 5,000

We offer integration services for children and adults (family support & counseling, Greek & 
English language lessons, professional orientation and skills, networking with employers, etc.) for 
1 month in our “Pyxida” intercultural center

3,000

We cover the feeding cost of 2 five-members families for 1 month 1,500

TABLE OF INDICATIVE SUPPORT
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GREEK COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES
25SolomouStr., Athens,10682
Τ: +30  210 3800990, Ext.: 153
E-mail:m.nomikou@gcr.gr
Website: www.gcr.gr 
Facebook:/gcr.gr  
Twitter:@GCRefugees

ΕΥΧΑΡΙΣΤΟΥΜΕ!
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Thank you!

mailto:m.nomikou@gcr.gr
http://www.gcr.gr/
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